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them away from Volksrust. Gandhi was removed to Bloemfontein.,
\vhere no one could see him. He was the only Indian prisoner there,
the rest being Europeans and Negroes.
While Gandhi and thousands of his followers were rotting in jails,
the people in India, under the guidance of Gokhale, continued to
render all possible assistance to the passive resisters. It fell to Viceroy
Hardinge's lot to express the unanimous sentiment of India when,
giving his blessings in November to the mission of Gokhale, he voiced
"the sympathy of India deep and burning and not only of India but
all lovers of India like myself for their compatriots in South Africa
in their resistance to invidious and unjust laws".
The British press showed increasing sympathy with the Indians'
cause. The Times declaring the march of the Indian labourers, most
live in memory, as one of the most remarkable manifestations in the
history of the spirit of passive resistance.
The Secretary of State for India too became active, and the Union
Government^ anxious to save their face, appointed on December 11
a commission, with Justice Sir W. Soloman as its chairman, to
inquire into the causes of the Natal Indian strike. The commission
called upon the Government of India to give evidence on their
behalf and recommended the release of Gandhi.
The recommendation was immediately carried out. Gandhi was
released on December 18. The first thing he did was to express his
dissatisfaction at the personnel of the inquiry commission. The
Indian community was not represented; besides two notoriously anti-
Indian colonials were appointed to sit in judgement on the Indians.
Gandhi decided to boycott the commission.
The shooting of innocent labourers during the strike deeply pained
Gandhi. He imposed on himself a triple vow of self-suffering to be
observed until the £3 tax was abolished: to adopt the labourer's
dress, no head-dress but only a loin-cloth and a kurta; to walk bare-
foot; to have only one meal during the day.
At a meeting held under the auspices of the Natal Indian Associa-
tion, Gandhi declared that no matter whether shooting was justified
or not, the fact was that they were shot, and those bullets shot him
through, the heart also. He felt that he should go into mourning at
least for a period which should be co-extensive with the end of the
struggle and that he should accept some mourning not only inwardly
but outwardly as well, as a humble example to his fellow-countrymen.-

